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Coroner: NH woman alive for 32 machete,

By LYNNE TUOHY
The Associated Press
Thursday, November 4, 2010; 6:13 PM

NASHUA, N.H. -- A woman hacked to death with a
machete and knife in her home was alive for all 32
slash and stab wounds that split open her skull, sliced
through bones and pierced organs, a medical examiner
testified Thursday.

Both sides in the murder trial of 18-year-old Steven
Spader have rested. The defense called no witnesses,
ending speculation Spader might take the stand.

Jurors will begin deliberating Monday, after final
arguments. They heard from 45 witnesses during the
nine-day trial.

Spader has pleaded not guilty to first-degree murder,
attempted murder, conspiracy to commit murder and
burglary and witness tampering. He was 17 years old
when prosecutors say plotted the home invasion and
rounded up the three other young men who
accompanied him.

During the home invasion, 42-year-old Kimberly
Cates was killed, and her daughter was severely
injured.

Prosecutors said Thursday that Spader's own words on
paper and to witnesses are enough to convict him.

In arguing against a defense motion to acquit Spader
on all charges, prosecutor Jeffery Strelzin said
Spader's letters to fellow inmate Chad Landry "are
sufficient to prove every charge."

In those letters, which Spader described as "bedtime
stories” to Landry, he detailed the many machete
wounds he inflicted on Kimberly Cates, and what her
body looked like afterward. Witnesses say he brought
the machete down on 11-year-old Jaimie Cates, who
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Steven Spader enters court in Nashua, N.H.,
Wednesday, Nov. 3, 2010. Spader is facing
life in prison without parole for his role in the
attack of Jaimie Cates and muder of Kimberly
Cates. (AP Photo/Don Himsel, Pool) (Don
Himsel - AP)
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survived.
| First lady backs
Spader's description of Kimberly Cates' body to Landry closely matched the testimony of Wal-Mart campaign
state deputy chief medical examiner Jennie Duval. Spader wrote that he could see brain

and an eye hanging out of its socket.
Prehistoric flier finally
Duval said she counted 32 wounds on Cates that were inflicted by at least two weapons. assigned a gender
She said a machete could have made the long and deep cuts that cleaved bone and split
Cates' skull. One slash to the left side of her face broke the bone around her left eye

socket, Duval said. Discover your home's

hidden potential

Adverfisoment Duval said Cates died from massive blood loss.

Strelzin stood over Spader and glared at him as he asked Duval if Cates was alive for
every wound that was inflicted. She said she was.

Foreign Policy: Are we crying
wolf about China?

Duval said one slash cut through Kimberly Cates' upper arm bone and another broke her
jaw. She said Cates likely was trying to fend off the blows when her palm and forearm
were slashed.

Co-defendant Christopher Gribble of Brookline, who prosecutors say used a knife to
hack at the victims, is set to go on trial in February.

Now 12, Jaimie survived by pretending to be dead, then staggered, covered in blood, to a
kitchen phone to call police. A doctor testified she would have died of a punctured lung
if she had lost consciousness before summoning help.

She was on the state's list of witnesses but was not called to testify. She has not been seen
at the courthouse throughout the trial.

Blows that cut off portions of Jaimie's left foot, split open her head and struck her face
with enough force to break her jaw had to have come from a heavy and sharp weapon
such as a machete, several doctors testified.

Document analyst Alan Robillard of Vineyard Haven, Mass., testified that the letters to
Landry and song lyrics found in another inmate's cell were Spader's handwriting.

The song lyrics include the lines: "We went up in the room, Mommy is it you?, Mommy
isn't here, 1 slit her throat from ear to ear."

Sponsored Links

Dermatologists Hate Her
Smart Mom Uses $8 Trick to Erase Wrinkles and Look Younger Instantly
ConsumerHealthWire.com/Wrinkle-Free

1 Mom's Tip To Make $279/Day
We Investigated How She Makes $4,000/Month. You Won't Believe How...
News13JobsReport.com

Travelocity Vacation Package Deals
Book A Vacation Now & Save Up To 30% on Hotels & Vacation Packages.
www.travelocity.com

Buy a link here

P Network News MY PROFILE I

Recommend 3 You recommend this. Undo - Admin Page - Error
L& You recommend thisBe the first of your friends to recommend this. Undo - Admin Page - Error

3 Tweet 0]

View More Activity = »

More ways to share this Article...
‘ 17 §:§ Reddit .. Twitter
Bz L3 -

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/11/04/AR2010110403182.htmI[1/20/2011 11:12:56 PM]


http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn?node=admin/registration/manage&destination=hpPref&nextstep=update
http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn?node=admin/registration/manage&destination=hpPref&nextstep=update
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/network-news/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/network-news/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/network-news/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/network-news/
http://www.google.com/buzz/post
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/11/04/AR2010110403182.html%3Freferrer=reddit&title=Coroner: NH woman alive for 32 machete, knife cuts
http://twitter.com/home?status=Coroner: NH woman alive for 32 machete, knife cuts - http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/11/04/AR2010110403182.html
http://washingtonpost.adsonar.com/admin/advertisers/indexPl.jsp
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/01/20/AR2011012001581.html?tid=wp_featuredstories
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/01/20/AR2011012001581.html?tid=wp_featuredstories
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/01/20/AR2011012001581.html?tid=wp_featuredstories
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/01/20/AR2011012003348.html?tid=wp_featuredstories
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/01/20/AR2011012003348.html?tid=wp_featuredstories
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/01/20/AR2011012003348.html?tid=wp_featuredstories
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/01/19/AR2011011904045.html?tid=wp_featuredstories
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/01/19/AR2011011904045.html?tid=wp_featuredstories
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/01/19/AR2011011904045.html?tid=wp_featuredstories
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2011/01/02/unconventional_wisdom?page=0,3
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2011/01/02/unconventional_wisdom?page=0,3
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2011/01/02/unconventional_wisdom?page=0,3
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fwp-dyn%2Fcontent%2Farticle%2F2010%2F11%2F04%2FAR2010110403182.html&t=Coroner%3A%20NH%20woman%20alive%20for%2032%20machete%2C%20knife%20cuts&src=sp
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fwp-dyn%2Fcontent%2Farticle%2F2010%2F11%2F04%2FAR2010110403182.html&t=Coroner%3A%20NH%20woman%20alive%20for%2032%20machete%2C%20knife%20cuts&src=sp
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fwp-dyn%2Fcontent%2Farticle%2F2010%2F11%2F04%2FAR2010110403182.html&t=Coroner%3A%20NH%20woman%20alive%20for%2032%20machete%2C%20knife%20cuts&src=sp

Coroner: NH woman alive for 32 machete, knife cuts

m B+ myspace @" del.icio.us

NT NewsTrust “‘U Stumble It!

From Our Partners

Vleet Sarah Palin's Radio Lap Dog, Tammy Bruce
lroy Patterson: Which Fitness Magazine Is the Sauciest? The Stodgia
Fhe Most Hard-Core?

\ew FBI Strategy: Bust a Ton of Mobsters All at Once

4ow Do Revolutions Get Names Like "Green," "Orange," and "Jas
3ethany McLean: Is Europe's Economy Peachy or Doomed?

Most Viewed Nation Articles
t's a girl! ... pterodactyl, that is
siffords faces long road to help her brain rebuild itself after Tucson shooting
.argest-ever mafia sweep nets more than 100 arrests
Nhite House support of Wal-Mart food initiative shows new tone toward retailer

op 35 Nation Articles | Most Popular on washingtonpost.com

© 2010 The Associated Press

Ways you can get us The Washington Post Web site Advertise
E Mobile % Podcasts « About us = Make us your homepage = In the newspaper
ivp Apps £ Widgets + Work for us + On the Web site
A Newsletters & alerts & Post Store - Community Relations Newspaper - Mobile
EY RSS [T] Photo Store : PostPoints * Subscribe to the : Events
K Facebook &« Washington Post - Corrections newspapetr
Ehve s Archive - Home delivery service The Washington Post Company
3 Twitter . Contact the Ombudsman  * ©-Replica : Corporate Web site
Partners

Slate #12GOV express SAFTAL  [ITiempoLatino #ROOT [UgFregnPoli;  ‘CuUrrenT

© 1996-2011 The Washington Post  User Agreement and Privacy Policy | Rights and Permissions Help | Contact Us

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/11/04/AR2010110403182.htmI[1/20/2011 11:12:56 PM]


http://www.google.com/buzz/post
http://del.icio.us/post?v=4&partner=wpni&noui&jump=close&url=http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/11/04/AR2010110403182.html%3Freferrer=delicious&title=%22Coroner: NH woman alive for 32 machete, knife cuts%22 By LYNNE TUOHY&notes=NASHUA, N.H. -- A woman hacked to death with a machete and knife in her home was alive for all 32 slash and stab wounds that split open her skull, sliced through bones and pierced organs, a medical examiner testified Thursday.
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/11/04/AR2010110403182.html&title=Coroner: NH woman alive for 32 machete, knife cuts
http://www.slate.com/id/2281706?nav=wp
http://www.slate.com/id/2281698?nav=wp
http://www.slate.com/id/2281698?nav=wp
http://www.slate.com/id/2281894?nav=wp
http://www.slate.com/id/2281845?nav=wp
http://www.slate.com/id/2281719?nav=wp
http://www.slate.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/01/20/AR2011012003348.html?nav=hcmoduletmv
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/01/20/AR2011012006066.html?nav=hcmoduletmv
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/01/20/AR2011012001417.html?nav=hcmoduletmv
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/01/20/AR2011012003467.html?nav=hcmoduletmv
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/nation/nation-mv.html?nav=tmv
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/most-popular.html?nav=tmv
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contents/mobile/mobilewebsite.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/mmedia/podcastfront.htm?hpid=distribution
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contents/mobile/apps.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/widgets?hpid=distribution
http://www.washingtonpost.com/newsletters/
http://www.cafepress.com/washingtonpost
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/rss/index.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/buyphotos
http://www.facebook.com/washingtonpost
http://washingtonpostlive.com/
http://washingtonpostlive.com/
http://twitter.com/washingtonpost
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/community/about/
http://washingtonpostmedia.com/careers/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/community/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/registration/postpoints/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/linkset/2005/04/25/LI2005042500027.html
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/washingtonpost/search.html
mailto:ombudsman@washpost.com
javascript:void(window.open('http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/make-homepage.html','','toolbar=no,location=no,directories=no,status=no,menubar=yes,scrollbars=yes,resizable=no,copyhistory=no,width=417,height=415,left=50,top=200,screenX=50,screenY=200'));
https://subscription.washpost.com/subscriberservices/subscriber.portal?state=welcome&oscode=RPWE
https://subscription.washpost.com/subscriberservices/subscriber.portal?state=welcome&oscode=RPWE
https://subscription.washpost.com/subscriber.portal?state=welcome
http://thewashingtonpost.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/viewer.aspx
http://www.washingtonpostads.com/
http://advertising.washingtonpost.com/index.php
http://advertising.washingtonpost.com/index.php/contacts
http://washingtonpostlive.com/contact
http://www.washpostco.com/phoenix.zhtml?c=62487&p=irol-landing
http://www.slate.com/
http://www.whorunsgov.com/
http://www.expressnightout.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/capitalbusiness/
http://eltiempolatino.com/
http://theroot.com/
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/
http://www.icurrent.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/interact/longterm/talk/copy.htm?nav=globebot
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/interact/longterm/talk/members.htm
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contents/permissions.htm
http://help.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contactus/index.html

	washingtonpost.com
	Coroner: NH woman alive for 32 machete, knife cuts


	FsP0Fjcm9iYXRXZWJDYXBUSUQyAA==: 
	button0: 

	FSMjAxMDExMDQwMzE4Mi5odG1sAA==: 
	headersearch: 
	submit: 
	keywords: Search The Washington Post


	0yMDg/QWNyb2JhdFdlYkNhcFRJRDEA: 
	input0: 

	FsP0Fjcm9iYXRXZWJDYXBUSUQ2AA==: 
	button0: 



